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SENATE RESOLUTION 612—RECOG-

NIZING THE WEATHERIZATION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DURING 
ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
FOR ITS HISTORY OF REDUCING 
THE ENERGY COSTS OF FAMI-
LIES WITH LOW INCOMES, MAK-
ING LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 
HEALTHIER AND SAFER, POSI-
TIVELY IMPACTING THE ENVI-
RONMENT, AND SUPPORTING 
JOBS AND NEW TECHNOLOGY 

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. COONS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 612 

Whereas Congress has long recognized the 
disproportionate energy burden on families 
and individuals with low incomes; 

Whereas, in 1976, Congress and the Depart-
ment of Energy developed the Weatheriza-
tion Assistance Program (in this preamble 
referred to as the ‘‘WAP’’) to increase the en-
ergy efficiency of dwellings owned or occu-
pied by low-income individuals, reduce the 
total residential energy expenditures of 
those individuals, and improve the health 
and safety of those individuals, especially 
low-income individuals who are particularly 
vulnerable, such as the elderly, persons with 
disabilities, families with children, high resi-
dential energy users, and households with 
high energy burdens; 

Whereas low-income households on average 
pay 7.2 percent of the income of those house-
holds on utilities, more than 3 times the 
amount that higher income households pay; 

Whereas at least 1⁄4 of low-income house-
holds in many regions experience an energy 
burden that is greater than 14 percent of 
household income; 

Whereas nearly 9,000,000 families across the 
United States live in energy inefficient, 
unhealthy homes; 

Whereas the WAP operates in all 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, 5 territories of the 
United States, and Indian tribal govern-
ments; 

Whereas more than 7,400,000 homes have 
been weatherized since the inception of the 
WAP in 1976; 

Whereas, in a typical year, the WAP pro-
duces more than $300,000,000 in energy cost 
savings; 

Whereas a typical low-income family saves 
between $250 and $450 per year after receiving 
weatherization services; 

Whereas every dollar invested in weather-
ization returns $4.10 to society in energy, 
health, and safety benefits; 

Whereas children in households that re-
ceive weatherization services miss fewer 
days of school due to incidences of asthma, 
respiratory difficulties, and other health re-
lated issues; 

Whereas investment in the WAP by the 
Federal Government and other sources sup-
ports more than 25,000 jobs across the United 
States in related industries; 

Whereas the WAP decreases pollution and 
improves air quality; 

Whereas the WAP has increased its impact 
through a strategic partnership with the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (commonly known as the ‘‘LIHEAP’’) 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services; 

Whereas the WAP has implemented rig-
orous quality control standards and proce-
dures; 

Whereas the WAP has incorporated cutting 
edge technologies; and 

Whereas, by decreasing the amount of per-
sonal income spent on home energy, the 
WAP makes housing more affordable, im-
proves the quality of life for families with 
low incomes, reduces forced mobility, and in-
creases the energy security of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the Weatherization Assist-

ance Program for 40 years of reducing the en-
ergy burden of families with low incomes, 
making low-income households healthier and 
safer, positively impacting the environment, 
and supporting jobs and new technology; 

(2) encourages the Weatherization Assist-
ance Program to continue performing essen-
tial weatherization services in the future; 

(3) applauds the dedicated professionals at 
the Federal, State, and local levels who run 
the daily operations of the Weatherization 
Assistance Program; and 

(4) congratulates the Weatherization As-
sistance Program on the 40th anniversary of 
the Weatherization Assistance Program 
being signed into law on August 14, 1976. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 613—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF NORTH MISSISSIPPI RURAL 
LEGAL SERVICES IN OXFORD, 
MISSISSIPPI 

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 613 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services, originally called Lafayette County 
Legal Aid, was organized in 1966 as a training 
program for law students at the University 
of Mississippi School of Law; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services was organized to combine the provi-
sion of legal services with a teaching pro-
gram to develop a law school curriculum 
with a focus on the legal problems of low-in-
come individuals, and North Mississippi 
Rural Legal Services was subsequently in-
corporated as an independent nonprofit cor-
poration, receiving funds from the National 
Legal Services Corporation; 

Whereas the mission of North Mississippi 
Rural Legal Services is to provide high-qual-
ity attorney representation and advocacy to 
ensure equal access to justice for vulnerable 
members of society through constant train-
ing, self-analysis, and community involve-
ment; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services provides the highest quality of legal 
and technical assistance, which improves the 
daily quality of life for low-income individ-
uals and contributes to the attainment of so-
cial, economic, and legal equality; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services is governed by a 25-member board of 
directors appointed by the Mississippi Bar, 
the Magnolia Bar, and local advisory com-
mittees; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services has administrative offices in Ox-
ford, Mississippi, and offices in Clarksdale, 
Greenville, and West Point, Mississippi, all 
of which strive daily to meet the unmet civil 
legal needs of low-income Mississippians; 

Whereas there are more than 250,000 low- 
income individuals in the 39-county service 
area of North Mississippi Rural Legal Serv-
ices, which, as of 2015, has served more than 
17,000 Mississippians, providing access to the 
legal system that might otherwise be un-
available to those individuals due to their 
economic situation; 

Whereas over the last 50 years, North Mis-
sissippi Rural Legal Services has partnered 
with various funders, attorneys, friends, and 
corporate and individual supporters to pro-
vide thousands of low-income clients with 
habitable and affordable housing, safety, 
healthcare, economic security, and financial 
independence while ensuring that each client 
maintains inherent human dignity; 

Whereas 50 years ago, the journey began to 
provide high-quality legal representation to 
low-income Mississippians to ensure equal 
access to the courts of the State of Mis-
sissippi; 

Whereas in 2016, North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services continues the quest for jus-
tice to serve individuals and families regard-
less of race, age, gender, and ethnicity; and 

Whereas the partnership between North 
Mississippi Rural Legal Services and the 
University of Mississippi School of Law con-
tinues the work of educating law students to 
increase the number of attorneys in the 
State of Mississippi who are sensitive to the 
needs of low-income individuals and knowl-
edgeable in the areas of the law that affect 
those individuals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and commends outstanding 

acts of public service like those of North 
Mississippi Rural Legal Services; 

(2) with great pride, joins in paying tribute 
to North Mississippi Rural Legal Services, a 
most effective and public-spirited organiza-
tion, the advocacy of which on behalf of less 
fortunate Mississippians is a matter of 
record; and 

(3) recognizes the 50th anniversary of 
North Mississippi Rural Legal Services in 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 55—COMMEMORATING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1916 
OPENING OF THE TEXAS A&M 
COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDI-
CINE & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
AND THE 2016 OPENING OF THE 
NEW TEXAS A&M VETERINARY & 
BIOMEDICAL EDUCATION COM-
PLEX IN COLLEGE STATION, 
TEXAS 
Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 

CRUZ) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was considered 
and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 55 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences has ex-
perienced 100 years of growth from a small 
school of veterinary medicine in 1916 to its 
present role as a major veterinary and bio-
medical educational, medical, and research 
center; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences— 

(1) serves the great State of Texas and the 
United States through advances in animal 
and human health; 

(2) supports the livestock industry; 
(3) provides viable and diverse professional 

career paths for Texans; 
(4) promotes science, technology, engineer-

ing, and mathematics education; 
(5) contributes to the economic viability 

and job opportunities of local communities; 
(6) provides disaster and emergency re-

sponse support for animals throughout the 
State of Texas; and 

(7) advances the veterinary profession; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences has 
continuously evolved with a changing world 
to become a modern, dynamic, and highly re-
spected college of veterinary medicine and is 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:03 Sep 30, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE6.022 S29SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-30T04:50:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




